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RESOLUTION NO. TMP-4532

Honoring the life of Charles Olvera Lona and recognizing the lasting positive impact he had on
the Westside community and Kansas City.

WHEREAS, Charles, also known as Charlie or Chuck, was born on October 14, 1946, in
Kansas City, Missouri and was a lifelong resident of the Westside of Kansas City, Missouri, a
community that he deeply loved and tirelessly served. Charlie was a proud graduate of
Westport High School and continued his education at Kansas City Junior College; and

WHEREAS, Charlie's dedication to the Westside extended far beyond his family
business, Lona and Sons Hydraulics, Inc. as he became a fierce advocate for the Westside’s
Mexican- American community, profoundly influenced by the Chicano Movement; and

WHEREAS, Charlie’s impact was vast and enduring, positively shaping the political,
social, economic, cultural, and educational landscape of the Westside and he was instrumental in
the founding of the Brown Beret Chapter of Kansas City, Aztlan Center, Guadalupe Center, Inc,
and in electing Westside Mexican-American representatives to City, County, State, and School
Board positions; and

WHEREAS, Charlie’s advocacy was pivotal in transforming West Jr. High School into a
fully accredited high school, now known as West High School, and he was instrumental in
incorporating bilingual education into its curriculum; and

WHEREAS, more recently, Charlie championed the construction of a new community
swimming pool set to be completed in 2025; and

WHEREAS, in every facet of his being, Charlie was the Champion of the Westside with
his spirit, dedication, and vocal strength woven into its very fabric; and

WHEREAS, Charlie's life was a testament to his unwavering commitment to his
community, his family, and his heritage. He will be deeply missed, but his legacy and voice of
change will continue to inspire and guide future generations; NOW, THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF KANSAS CITY:

That the Mayor and Council hereby honor the life of Charles Olvera Lona and recognize
the lasting positive impact he had on the Westside community and Kansas City; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be spread upon the Minutes of the

Council in testimony thereof and that a copy hereof be presented to the family and loved ones of
Charle Olvera Lona.

Marilyn iiftdezrssc%zg!erk

Date Passed
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PROCEDURE TO SUSPEND RULES, INTRODUCE A RESOLUTION

COUNCILM

COUNCILMEMBER #2:

MAYOR:

& ADOPT THE RESOLUTION

Under Council Rule 6.02, I move that the provision
contained in Council Rule 4.01 that the City Clerk shall
docket no more than three special actions at each regular
meeting of the Council be temporarily suspended.

Second

It has been moved and seconded that the provision contained
in Council Rule 4.01 be temporarily suspended to allow that
the City Clerk may docket more than three special actions
for this Council meeting. If there is no (further) discussion,
the Clerk will call the role.

(Roll Call — without notice, requires two-thirds of votes cast or 7 votes, whichever is greater)

COUNCILMAN BUNCH:

MAYOR:

I request that the Clerk receive, docket and read an additional
special action to be included on today’s docket.

The Clerk will receive the resolution, assign a number, and
read the title.

(CLERK ASSIGNS NUMBER AND READS TITLE)

(INVITED GUESTS APPROACH)

(MAYOR RECOGNIZES LEAD SPONSOR)

MAYOR:

[s there anyone (else) who wishes to speak on the resolution?
If not, the resolution is now before Council, all in favor say
AYE/NAY?

The resolution is adopted/fails.
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