
Kansas City

Transportation, Infrastructure and Operations Committee

414 E. 12th Street
Kansas City, MO 64106

Agenda

Chairperson Kevin O'Neill
Vice Chair Melissa Robinson

Councilmember Eric Bunch

Councilmember Johnathan Duncan

Councilmember Lindsay French

26th Floor, Council Chamber9:00 AMTuesday, January 27, 2026

Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84530222968

PUBLIC OBSERVANCE OF MEETINGS
Members of the City Council may attend this meeting via videoconference.

Any closed session may be held via teleconference.

The public can observe this meeting at the links provided below.

Applicants and citizens wishing to participate have the option of attending each meeting or
they may do so through the videoconference platform ZOOM, using this link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84530222968

***Public Testimony is Limited to 2 Minutes***

FIRST READINGS

Public Works

Director of Public Works
Sponsor: Director of Public Works Department

Amending Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, by repealing and replacing Section 
70-39 for the purpose of revising that section of the Code pertaining to the 
authority of the Public Works Director to close sidewalks; and establishing an 
effective date.

260055
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Transportation, Infrastructure 
and Operations Committee

Agenda January 27, 2026

City Council

Rogers
Sponsor: Councilmember Wes Rogers
 
Amending Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, “Traffic and Vehicles,” by repealing 
and replacing Section 70-523 for the purpose of amending that portion of the Code 
prohibiting parking in specified places to provide that individuals shall not park 
within certain distances to mailboxes and City storm drainage system openings.

260063

HELD IN COMMITTEE

Bunch
Sponsor: Councilman Bunch
Amending Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, entitled “Traffic and Vehicles” by 
enacting a new section 70-962 entitled “Pedestrian signal programming policies 
and standards” for the purpose of instituting policies and standards related to 
pedestrian crossing signals; establishing an effective date; and directing the City 
Manager to provide periodic updates regarding implementation progress every 45 
days to the Transportation, Infrastructure, and Operations Committee.

240533
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Transportation, Infrastructure 
and Operations Committee

Agenda January 27, 2026

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS

1.  Aviation Presentation on the results of the 'JD Power Airport Satisfaction'.

2.  There may be general discussion for current Transportation, Infrastructure, and Operations 
Committee issues.

3. Closed Session
• Pursuant to Section 610.021 subsection 1 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri to discuss 
legal matters, litigation, or privileged communications with attorneys;
• Pursuant to Section 610.021 subsection 2 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri to discuss real 
estate;
• Pursuant to Section 610.021 subsections 3 and 13 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri to 
discuss personnel matters;
• Pursuant to Section 610.021 subsection 9 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri to discuss 
employee labor negotiations;
• Pursuant to Section 610.021 subsection 11 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri to discuss 
specifications for competitive bidding;
• Pursuant to Section 610.021 subsection 12 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri to discuss 
sealed bids or proposals; or
• Pursuant to Section 610.021 subsection 17 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri to discuss 
confidential or privileged communications with auditors.

4.  Those who wish to comment on proposed ordinances can email written testimony to 
public.testimony@kcmo.org. Comments received will be distributed to the committee and 
added to the public record by the clerk.

The city provides several ways for residents to watch City Council meetings:
• Livestream on the city’s website at www.kcmo.gov
• Livestream on the city’s YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3hOuBIg4fok
• Watch Channel 2 on your cable system. The channel is available through Time Warner 
Cable (channel 2 or 98.2), AT&T U-verse (channel 99 then select Kansas City) and Google 
Fiber on Channel 142.
• To watch archived meetings, visit the City Clerk’s website and look in the Video on Demand 
section: http://kansascity.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2

The City Clerk`s Office now has equipment for the hearing impaired for use with every 
meeting. To check out the equipment please see the secretary for each committee. Be 
prepared to leave your Driver`s License or State issued Identification Card with the secretary 
and she will give you the equipment. Upon returning the equipment your license will be 
returned.

Adjournment
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File #: 260055 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 260055 

 

 

Sponsor: Director of Public Works Department 

 

Amending Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, by repealing and replacing Section 70-39 for the 

purpose of revising that section of the Code pertaining to the authority of the Public Works 

Director to close sidewalks; and establishing an effective date. 

 

WHEREAS, the City seeks to protect public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring 

continuous and accessible pedestrian movement during construction and maintenance activities; 

 

WHEREAS, unapproved or prolonged sidewalk closures create hazards for pedestrians, 

including children, older adults, and individuals with disabilities, and increase risks related to 

traffic conflicts and limited visibility; 

 

WHEREAS, maintaining safe pedestrian routes contributes to the orderly use of the 

public right of way and supports broader community mobility goals; 

 

WHEREAS, existing regulations do not sufficiently deter unauthorized sidewalk closures 

or unsafe alternative pathways, which affects resident safety and neighborhood walkability; 

 

WHEREAS, updated enforcement measures and defined penalties will help ensure that 

any sidewalk closure is carefully managed in a way that prioritizes pedestrian safety and 

preserves accessible travel routes, NOW THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KANSAS CTIY: 

 

Section 1. That Chapter 70, Traffic and Vehicles, is hereby amended by repealing Section 

70-39, Authority of director to close streets, sidewalks and other travelways; authority to 

establish emergency parking regulations, and enacting in lieu thereof a new section of like 

number and subject matter, to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 70-39. Authority of Director to close streets, sidewalks and other travelways; authority 

to establish emergency parking restrictions. 

 

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:  
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Alley means a street or highway intended to provide access to the rear or side of lots or 

buildings in urban districts and not intended for the purpose of through vehicular traffic.  

 

Active work zone means where construction, maintenance or utility workers are on the 

roadway or sidewalk or on the shoulder of the roadway and workers are adjacent to an active 

travel lane.  

 

Average daily traffic (ADT) means the following expected average daily traffic for the 

road classifications in the city's major street plan, approved by City Council Ordinance 40346, 

October 7, 1971 as amended, unless an applicant provides traffic counts obtained under the 

supervision of a professional engineer, in which case those counts, if approved by the city, may 

be used in lieu of the values specified herein.  

 

 Classification  Expected ADT  ADT to be used  

Expressways  At least 15,000 veh. per day  15,000 veh. per day  

Primary arterials  At least 10,000 veh. per day  10,000 veh. per day  

Secondary arterials  5,000 to 10,000 veh. per day  5,000 veh. per day  

Other streets  Less than 5,000 veh. per day  500 veh. per day  

 

Block means a piece or parcel of land entirely surrounded by public highways, streets, 

streams, railway rights-of-way or parks, or a combination thereof. The Director of codes 

administration shall decide any question regarding the limits or extent of a block.  For 

permitting, a block is referenced as the segment of a street or road situated between two 

intersecting streets. 

 

Cycle Track means a path or portion of road specifically designed for bicycles and not 

motor vehicles. 

 

Detour distance means:  

 

(1) The distance of a lane closure including approaches if only a portion of the public 

right-of-way is closed so that traffic is diverted to different lanes in the same 

public right-of-way as determined by a traffic control plan approved by the 

Director of Public Works; and  

 

(2) The distance of the alternate route as determined by a traffic control plan 

approved by the Director resulting from a complete closure of the public right-of- 

way.  

 

Director means the Director of Public Works of Kansas City unless otherwise defined 

herein.  

 

Emergency means a condition that poses a clear and immediate danger to life or health, or 

a significant loss of property or requires immediate repair or replacement in order to restore 

service to a customer.  
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Major street plan means the original document approved by the council by Ordinance 

No. 40346 on October 7, 1971, as amended from time to time. 

 

Non-roadway area means a paved path for pedestrians located alongside a road. 

 

Person means an individual, firm, association, partnership, limited liability company, 

corporation or any other organization.  

 

Right-of-way means an area of land designated and reserved for public travel whether 

vehicular or pedestrian and includes a street, a median, a parkway, pedestrian sidewalk and 

bikeway.  

 

Traffic control permit fee formula means the basic formula to determine the amount of 

the fee for closing driving lanes of a road to be applied as follows:  

 

The ADT for the designated classification of the road is multiplied by the number of days 

for closure of the street or part thereof multiplied by die detour distance in linear miles, 

multiplied by the unit cost, multiplied by the specified factor for direction of travel, 

multiplied by the specified factor for driving lanes.  

 

Unit cost (UC) shall be $0.17 per linear mile which shall be adjusted annually to the 

nearest cent by the Director to reflect the change in the consumer price index (all items/all urban 

consumers/Kansas City, Missouri/Kansas) published by the United States Department of Labor, 

Bureau of Labor Statistics.  

 

Weekend means the period from Friday evening at 5:00 p.m. through Monday morning at 

7:00 a.m.  

 

(b) Traffic control permits. The Director shall have authority to close or issue a 

permit to close any street, sidewalk, or any other city maintained public right-of-way or part 

thereof when, in the Director's opinion, the closing is necessary for construction, maintenance, or 

for the protection of public health or safety or other special condition. Except for an emergency, 

no street, sidewalk or other city maintained portion of public right-of-way shall be closed by any 

person to traffic for any purpose without first obtaining a traffic control permit from the Director 

of Public Works. In the event a person causes a closure required by an emergency, such person 

shall file an application for a traffic control permit and pay the appropriate fees associated 

therewith the next regular business day after the closure. The Director shall have authority to 

establish reasonable regulations for the issuance, use, revocation and denial of such permits. 

Nothing in this section shall authorize the use of a public sidewalk for a commercial purpose.  

 

(c) Application fee. An application fee of $90.29 shall accompany each application 

for a traffic control permit the application fee is to defray the various costs incurred by the city in 

investigating and processing the applications and issuing the permit and inspection of the site of 

the traffic control. The application fee is not refundable.  
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(d) Form of application. An application for a traffic control permit shall be completed 

on a form furnished by the Director and shall include a detailed traffic control plan.  

 

(e) Traffic control plan. A traffic control plan submitted to the Director for approval 

shall comply with the requirements of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

(MUTCD) in force on the date of the application and shall include a dimensioned drawing that 

identifies the following:  

 

(1) The location of the right-of-way to be closed, including all approaches.  

 

(2) The location of a detour route.  

 

(3) The location of all traffic control devices required for the closure of the right-of- 

way and signage for the detour route(s). No traffic control device shall be placed 

more than 300 feet from an active work zone unless approved by the Director 

prior to the placement of the traffic control device.  

 

(4) If applicant does not provide a traffic control plan, upon request by the applicant, 

the Department of Public Works will prepare a plan and applicant shall pay the 

city a nonrefundable fee in the amount of the direct costs and overhead incurred 

by the Department of Public Works as determined by the Director. In no event 

will such fee be less than $153.90.  

 

(5) The traffic control plan shall anticipate the performance of continuous 

construction activities. If construction activities are not being continuously 

performed within the entire active work zone for a period of 48 hours, excluding 

weekends, the permit holder must immediately restore the work zone and remove 

traffic control devices unless exempted by the Director.  

 

(6) The posted speed limit inside the active work zone shall be reduced by ten miles 

per hour on roadway classified as expressways, primary arterials, and secondary 

arterials. The minimum speed limit in an active work zone shall be 25 miles per 

hour.  

 

(7) A pedestrian route may be permitted for a temporary closure for fifteen (15) 

calendar days or less without providing for an alternative protected accessible 

route. If a pedestrian route must be permitted for a temporary closure for more 

than fifteen (15) consecutive calendar days, an alternate protected accessible route 

must be maintained on the same side of the street. At no time shall the pedestrian 

route be closed on both sides of the street at the same time or for more than one 

continuous block. Audible pedestrian warning devices shall be placed and 

maintained at each end of the closure alerting pedestrians of the closure and the 

detour route. The Director shall have the authority to grant waivers to the 

requirements of this subsection upon written request submitted to the Multimodal 

Transportation Commission (unless another review body is otherwise designated 

by the Director) for review and recommendation. Waivers may be granted in 
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situations including the inability to maintain two-way vehicular traffic on a two-

way road or the inability to maintain one-way traffic on a one-way road or 

accommodate streetcar operations. Failure to comply with the requirements of this 

subsection may result in the following penalties, upon administrative adjudication 

as provided by section 70-42 of this chapter, for each day of non-compliance: 

 

(a)  First violation: Permit fees doubled. 

(b)   Second violation: Fine of $250. 

(c)       Third violation: Fine of $500. 

 

(f) Traffic control permit fees. In addition to the application fee, and a traffic control plan 

preparation fee if applicable, a traffic control permit fee shall be charged for the 

closure of the public right-of-way. The amount of the traffic control permit fee shall 

be the sum of the fees for each direction of travel determined by applying the traffic 

control fee formula using the following factors:  

 

(1) Factor for direction of travel. For a two-way sheet, the factor for each direction of 

travel shall be 0.58. For a one-way street, the factor for direction of travel shall be 

1.17.  

 

(2) Factor for driving lanes. The factor for driving lanes shall be as set out in the 

following chart:  

 

Total number of driving lanes for the direction 

of travel  

Number of driving lanes closed for the 

direction of travel  

1  2  3  4  5  

1 lane  1.15   

2 lanes  0.46  1.17   

3 lanes  023  0.69  1.17   

4 lanes  0.17  0.46  0.75  1.17   

5 lanes  0.12  040  0.64  0.81  1.17  

 

(3) For lane closures between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., if the lane is otherwise opened 

for public travel, the traffic control permit fee shall be reduced by 50 percent. For 

lane closures between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., if the lane is otherwise opened for 

public travel, the traffic control permit fee shall be reduced by 70 percent if the 

closure of a lane is limited to Saturday, Sunday or a holiday, the traffic control 

permit fee shall be reduced by 70 percent.  

 

(4) For each alley within a block, the traffic control permit fee shall be $1.79 per day 

or portion thereof.  

 

(5) Turn lanes and lanes for bus stops shall be treated as driving lanes.  

 

(6) For intersections, the lanes for each direction of travel of the intersecting street 

shall be treated separately.  
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(7) The minimum detour distance to be used to calculate the traffic control permit fee 

shall be 0.0641 miles.  

 

(8) Parking lanes with meters: For parking lanes with meters, the traffic control 

permit fee shall be $3.56 per meter per day or portion thereof, except for 

Saturday, Sunday and holidays.  

 

(9) Parking lanes without meters: For regulated parking lanes without meters, the 

traffic control permit fee shall be $0.65 cents per day or portion thereof for each 

20 feet of such right-of-way closed.  

 

(10) A parking lane with designated hours for parking shall be considered a driving 

lane if it is closed during the hours when parking is prohibited.  

 

(11) Sidewalk, non-roadway area, cycle track, and certain trails: For sidewalks, non-

roadway areas, cycle tracks, and trails managed by the Director of Public Works, 

the traffic control permit fee shall be calculated the same as closure of adjacent 

driving lanes. The ADT for the sidewalks, non-roadway areas, cycle tracks, and 

trails managed by the Director of Public Works shall be based on the adjacent 

roadway classification. If sidewalk, non-roadway area, cycle track, or trail 

managed by the Director of Public Works is closed in conjunction with the 

adjacent lane closure, the traffic control permit fee for the sidewalk, non-roadway 

area, cycle track, or trail managed by the Director of Public Works shall be 

reduced by 50 percent and the amount will be deducted from the street closure 

fee. 

 

(g) Annual permits. In lieu of a traffic control permit issued by the Director under the 

requirements contained in subsections (c), (d), (e), and (f) of this section, the Director may issue 

an annual traffic control permit for each construction or maintenance vehicle used in a partial 

blockage of a street, sidewalk, or other city maintained public right-of-way to a qualified 

applicant complying with all of the following conditions:  

 

(1) Those utilities and other companies operating under a franchise agreement with 

the city, telecommunications companies paying the occupational license taxes 

required by sections 40-360 and 40-361, Code of Ordinances, city departments, 

and contractors acting as an agent for same, if experienced in proper traffic 

control procedures and approved by the Director, and the approved agents) for the 

recognized statewide utility locating network, of which the city is a member, are 

eligible for annual traffic control permits.  

 

(2) An annual traffic control permit issued for and exclusively assigned to a particular 

vehicle of the qualified applicant.  

 

(3) An annual traffic control permit shall not apply to more than one right-of-way 

closure during the same time period.  
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(4) An annual traffic control permit shall not apply to closures involving more than 

one-half of the total number of traffic lanes of a street, to closures that extend 

beyond 500 feet, and closures that include an intersection of two streets.  

 

(5) The annual traffic control permit will only exempt the permit holder from the 

requirements for an individual traffic control permit if:  

 

a. The reason for the closure is nondestructive work in the public right-of-

way; or  

 

b. An excavation including all pavement is completely restored and open for 

normal traffic flow in the street, sidewalk or other city maintained right-

of-way within 72 hours, provided that temporary street surface repairs 

with cold mix asphalt patching material are acceptable during the months 

of November through March.  

 

(6) If approved by the Director for an annual traffic control permit, payment of the 

annual traffic control permit fee to the city in the amount of $361.15.  

 

(7) The Director is authorized to establish reasonable regulations for the issuance, 

use, and revocation of annual traffic control permits.  

 

(h) Plumbing traffic control permits. For closure of a street, not identified as a major 

street in the city's major street plan, required for water/sewer main connections and 

disconnections performed by a plumber who has obtained a permit to excavate in such right-of- 

way for making a connection or disconnection of a private water or sewer line to a city main line, 

such plumber may obtain a plumbing traffic control permit for the life of such excavation permit, 

by payment of an additional fee of $28.73 per excavation permit.  

 

(i) Time for restoration of traffic control devices. All permanent traffic control 

devices including pavement markings and signs disturbed by work performed pursuant to a 

traffic control permit shall be restored by the permit holder within 72 hours after completion of 

the work.  

 

(j) Festivals. For closure of a street required by a festival, the applicant shall certify 

that no less than ten days prior to the proposed festival, all owners or property managers of 

property adjacent to the street closure have been notified in writing of the (1) name of the event; 

(2) name of the sponsor organization, if any, including mailing address and telephone number; 

and (3) date, starting and ending times of the event The applicant is responsible for collecting 

and managing recyclable materials and trash generated in conjunction with the festival in 

accordance with procedures established by the Director, and for post-event cleanup of the streets, 

sidewalks and public ways. The applicant for a festival permit shall meet all the requirements set 

forth in this section including the provisions of the application fee, traffic control plan fee if 

applicable, and the traffic control permit fee.  
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(k) Neighborhood block party permits. 

 

(1) The neighborhood block party permit authorizes the applicant to barricade a 

specified portion of a street, not identified as a major street in the city's major 

street plan, using city approved barricades, denying access to through traffic 

(except emergency vehicles and residents who reside within the barricaded area) 

to conduct a neighborhood block party. No fee shall be charged for a 

neighborhood block party permit.  

 

(2) The applicant must be either a neighborhood resident or the neighborhood homes 

association group. The applicant shall be made on a form provided by the Director 

at his office in City Hall. The applicant must provide evidence on the application 

form that all of the residents who live in the blocked off area have been notified in 

writing of the proposed neighborhood block party and that a minimum of 60 

percent of these residents are in favor.  

 

(3) Neighborhood block parties shall be conducted only between the hours of 7:00 

a.m. and 10:00 pm. The applicant is responsible for collecting and managing 

recyclable materials and trash generated in conjunction with the neighborhood 

block party in accordance with procedures established by the Director and for 

post-event cleanup of the streets, sidewalks and public ways.  

 

(l) Trailers or dumpsters. The fee to place a trailer or dumpster in the sidewalk, 

nonroadway area of the right-of-way or street right-of-way shall consist of an application fee of 

$60.53 and a traffic control permit fee resulting from that obstruction within the right-of-way. 

For the placement of a single trailer or dumpster, not in excess of 50 feet in length, used for 

purposes of construction or demolition work, placed in the sidewalk, non-roadway area of the 

right-of-way or the curb lane of street right-of-way areas of a street, not identified as a major 

street in the city's major street plan, an applicant may elect to pay a flat traffic control fee of 

$12.31 per day or portion thereof instead of the other traffic control permit fees provided in this 

section, in which case there shall be no application fee charged.  

 

(m) Waiver. Fees set forth in this section shall not apply to the following:  

 

(1) Except for the water services department and the aviation department, city 

departments and their contractors performing roadway or roadway feature related 

work, including landscaping, maintenance or repair.  

 

(2) Firms or agencies required by the city to relocate utilities.  

 

(3) Transportation facility improvement projects funded by federal, state or local 

governments.  

 

(4) When the Director finds that it is necessary to close the street for the immediate 

protection of public safety.  
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(5) That portion of a project by a private developer that involves improvements to 

existing infrastructure and facilities in the public right-of-way, including but not 

limited to utilities, sidewalks, acceleration lanes, deceleration lanes, turn lanes and 

traffic signals, so long as the increase of the operating capacity or revised 

geometries of said infrastructure and facilities is not primarily required to serve 

the development.  

 

(n) Double fees. Absent an emergency situation, as defined by the Director in rules 

and regulations which reflect the need for prompt action to protect the public safety, the fees 

established by this section shall be doubled for any permit and associated inspection if work is 

commenced prior to obtaining a permit.  

 

(o) Emergency parking restrictions. The Director may establish emergency parking 

restrictions or prohibitions upon any street or part thereof upon the request of any responsible 

applicant when the parking restrictions are necessary for construction or other special conditions. 

The applicant shall notify the Public Works Department immediately when construction is 

complete or when any special conditions cease to exist.  

 

(p) Traffic control devices. The Director may install, allow or require responsible 

applicants to install, traffic control devices giving notice of the approved emergency parking 

restrictions or prohibitions permitted under subsection (o) of this section. If an applicant installs 

traffic control devices, then the applicant shall immediately notify the Public Works Department 

when the traffic control devices are installed and shall immediately remove the traffic control 

devices when construction is complete or the special conditions end.  

 

(q) Use of fees for traffic control purposes. All fees collected pursuant to this section 

shall be allocated to the Public Works Department to be used for traffic control purposes.  

 

(r) Adjustment of fees. The city manager shall have the authority to adjust the fees 

listed in this section to reflect the change in the consumer price index (all items/all urban 

consumers/Midwest urban) published by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of 

Labor Statistics. The adjustments, if any, shall be made annually by the Director in conjunction 

with the adoption of the annual budget of the city by filing a notice with the city clerk.  

 

Section 2. That this Ordinance shall become effective on March 1, 2026. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Approved as to form: 

  

  

______________________________ 

Dustin E. Johnson 

Associate City Attorney 
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Docket Memo 
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Submitted Department/Preparer: Public Works 
Revised 6/10/24 
 

Docket memos are required on all ordinances initiated by a Department Director. 
More information can be found in Administrative Regulation (AR) 4-1.  
 

Executive Summary 
 
Amending Code of Ordinances, Section 70-39 pertaining to the authority of the Public Works 

Director to close sidewalks by repealing said section and enacting in lieu thereof a new section of 

like number and subject matter 
 

Discussion 
 
The City seeks to protect public health, safety, and welfare by ensuring continuous and accessible 

pedestrian movement during construction and maintenance activities. Unapproved or prolonged 

sidewalk closures create hazards for pedestrians, including children, older adults, and individuals 

with disabilities, and increase risks related to traffic conflicts and limited visibility. Maintaining 

safe pedestrian routes contributes to the orderly use of the public right of way and supports broader 

community mobility goals. 

 

Existing regulations do not sufficiently deter unauthorized sidewalk closures or unsafe alternative 

pathways, which affects resident safety and neighborhood walkability. Updated enforcement 

measures and defined penalties will help ensure that any sidewalk closure is carefully managed in 

a way that prioritizes pedestrian safety and preserves accessible travel routes. 
 

Fiscal Impact 
 

1. Is this legislation included in the adopted budget?  ☒ Yes  ☐ No 
 

2. What is the funding source?  
NA 
 

3. How does the legislation affect the current fiscal year?  
NA 
 

4. Does the legislation have a fiscal impact in future fiscal years? Please notate the 
difference between one-time and recurring costs.  
NA 
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5. Does the legislation generate revenue, leverage outside funding, or deliver a 

return on investment?  
No 

 
Office of Management and Budget Review 
(OMB Staff will complete this section.) 
 

1. This legislation is supported by the general fund.  ☐ Yes  ☒ No 
 

2. This fund has a structural imbalance.  ☐ Yes  ☒ No 
 

3. Account string has been verified/confirmed. ☐ Yes  ☒ No 
 

 
Additional Discussion (if needed) 
Not applicable because there is no account string to verify 
 

Citywide Business Plan (CWBP) Impact 
 

1. View the Adopted 2025-2029 Citywide Business Plan 
 

2. Which CWBP goal is most impacted by this legislation?  
Inclusive Growth and Development (Press tab after selecting.) 
 

3. Which objectives are impacted by this legislation (select all that apply): 
 

☒ Align the City's economic development strategies with the objectives of 
the City Council to ensure attention on areas traditionally underserved by 
economic development and redevelopment efforts. 

☐ Ensure quality, lasting development of new growth.  

☐ Increase and support local workforce development and minority, women, 
and locally owned businesses. 

☐  Create a solutions-oriented culture to foster a more welcoming business 

environment. 

☒ Leverage existing institutional assets to maintain and grow Kansas City's 
position as an economic hub in the Central United States. 

☒   
 

Prior Legislation 
 
Click or tap here to list prior, related ordinances/resolutions. 
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Service Level Impacts 
 
Improving broader community mobility on sidewalks. 
 

Other Impacts 
 

1. What will be the potential health impacts to any affected groups?  
Promote improve quality of life 
 

2. How have those groups been engaged and involved in the development of 
this ordinance?  
Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

3. How does this legislation contribute to a sustainable Kansas City? 
Maintaining safe pedestrian routes contributes to the orderly use of the public right of 

way and supports broader community mobility 
 

4. Does this legislation create or preserve new housing units? 
No (Press tab after selecting) 
 
 Click or tap here to enter text. 
 Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 
 

5. Department staff certifies the submission of any application Affirmative Action 
Plans or Certificates of Compliance, Contractor Utilization Plans (CUPs), and 
Letters of Intent to Subcontract (LOIs) to CREO prior to, or simultaneously with, 
the legislation entry request in Legistar. 

 
No - CREO's review is not applicable (Press tab after selecting) 
Please provide reasoning why not: 
Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

6. Does this legislation seek to approve a contract resulting from an Invitation for 
Bid?  
 
No(Press tab after selecting) 
  
Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

7. Does this legislation seek to approve a contract resulting from a Request for 
Proposal/Qualification (RFP/Q)?  
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No(Press tab after selecting) 
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File #: 260063 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 260063 

 

Sponsor: Councilmember Wes Rogers 

  

Amending Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, “Traffic and Vehicles,” by repealing and replacing 

Section 70-523 for the purpose of amending that portion of the Code prohibiting parking in 

specified places to provide that individuals shall not park within certain distances to mailboxes 

and City storm drainage system openings. 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 304.120, RSMo. authorizes municipalities to regulate the parking of 

vehicles on streets; NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KANSAS CITY: 

  

Section 1. That Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances of the City of Kansas City, Missouri, is 

hereby amended by repealing Section 70-523, Stopping, standing or parking prohibited it 

specified places, and enacting in lieu thereof a new section of like number and subject matter, to 

read as follows: 

 

Sec. 70-523. Stopping, standing or parking prohibited in specified places.  

 

(a) Except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic, or in compliance with law 

or the directions of a police officer or official traffic control device, no person shall:  

 

(1) Stop, stand or park a vehicle:  

 

a. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge or curb 

of a street.  

 

b. With any part of the vehicle parked on or on the roadway side of a white 

stripe pavement marking where street parking is allowed along a streetcar 

line and where indicated by signs and markings.  

 

c. On a sidewalk, park, bike lane, or other public property where no 

provision therefor has been made.  

 

d. Within an intersection.  

 

e. On a crosswalk.  
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f. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 30 feet of points on 

the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different 

length is indicated by signs or markings.  

 

g. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, 

standing or parking would obstruct traffic.  

 

h. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a street or highway or 

within a highway tunnel.  

 

i. On any railroad tracks.  

 

j. On any controlled access street or highway.  

 

k. In the area between roadways of a divided street or highway, including 

crossovers.  

 

l. At any place where official traffic control devices prohibit stopping.  

 

m. On the left or medial side of any divided roadway, Sundays excepted.  

 

(2) Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except momentarily to pick up 

or discharge a passenger or passengers:  

 

a. In front of and four feet on either side of a public or private driveway.  

 

b. Within five feet of a fire hydrant.  

 

c. Within 20 feet of a crosswalk.  

 

d. Within 30 feet upon the approach to any flashing signal, stop sign, yield 

sign or traffic control signal located at the side of a roadway.  

 

e. At any place where official traffic control devices prohibit standing.  

 

f. Within four feet from the near edge of any streetcar rail to any part of the 

vehicle, except where such a vehicle is within a signed and white striped 

parking area.  

 

(3) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, except temporarily for the purpose of and 

while actually engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers:  

 

a. Within 50 feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing.  

 

b. At any place where official traffic control devices prohibit parking.  
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c. Within four feet from the near edge of any streetcar rail to any part of the 

vehicle, except where such a vehicle is within a signed and white striped 

parking area.  

 

d. In front of and within four feet on either side of a mailbox used by the 

United States Postal Service for the delivery of mail. 

 

e. In front of and within four feet on either side of an opening to the storm 

drainage system, as that term is defined in section 61-52 of the Code, 

except where such a vehicle is within a signed and white striped parking 

area.  

 

(b) Any person violating any provision of this section shall be punished by a fine 

consistent with state law, but not less than $15.00 and not more than $500.00.  

 

..end 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Approved as to form: 

  

  

______________________________ 

Andrew Bonkowski 

Assistant City Attorney 
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File #: 240533 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 240533 

 

 

Sponsor: Councilman Bunch 

Amending Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, entitled “Traffic and Vehicles” by enacting a new 

section 70-962 entitled “Pedestrian signal programming policies and standards” for the purpose 

of instituting policies and standards related to pedestrian crossing signals; establishing an 

effective date; and directing the City Manager to provide periodic updates regarding 

implementation progress every 45 days to the Transportation, Infrastructure, and Operations 

Committee. 

 

WHEREAS, pedestrian safety is a key component of Vision Zero; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council believes creating clear policies and standards for pedestrian 

crossing signals will benefit all Kansas Citians; NOW, THEREFORE, 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KANSAS CITY: 

 Section 1. That Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, Traffic Control Signs, Signals, and 

Devices, is hereby amended by enacting a new Section 70-962 for the purpose of creating a 

standard for pedestrian crossing signals, to read as follows: 

Sec. 70-962. Pedestrian signal programming policies and standards. 

(a) General principles. For all signalized intersections: 

1. Pedestrian Demand shall be used to determine locations where pedestrian 

signals are to be automated. 

2. Exceptions to the automated pedestrian signals shall have a clearly explained 

rationale. 

 

(b) Lower demand intersections and exceptions. 

1. Pedestrian signals shall always activate on both sides of the street when the 

signal is pressed. 

2. When the length of the green light phase is equal to or greater than the length 

of the pedestrian crossing time, the pedestrian signal shall be active when the 

green light is activated. 

3. When the length of the green light phase is long enough, the pedestrian signal 

shall still activated after green light begins. 

4. The pedestrian signal change interval shall last until the vehicular yellow 

signal begins. 

 

(c) Principles based on demand. 
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1. Tier One: Specific intersections and corridors where walking is in high 

demand, such as intersections within the Country Club Plaza, the Downtown 

Loop, the Crossroads, and the River Market, shall have pedestrian signals 

programmed according to the following guidelines: 

i. Leading Pedestrian Intervals shall be the default setting. 

ii. Pedestrian signals shall be initiated by automation to provide an 

adequate pedestrian interval. 

iii. Push button initiation shall be used to prompt the walk signal at 

locations where the technology allows. 

iv. Push button initiation shall be used to request longer pedestrian 

intervals where the technology allows. 

v. Road diet studies may be conducted to explore potential reduction of 

dependency on traffic signals. 

2. Tier Two: Areas around educational institutions, high frequency corridors, or 

within three blocks of a major transit stop, shall have pedestrian signals 

programmed according to the following guidelines: 

i. Pedestrian signals shall be initiated by automation to provide an 

adequate pedestrian interval. 

ii. Push button initiation shall be used to prompt the walk signal at 

locations where the technology allows. 

iii. Push button initiation shall be used to request longer pedestrian 

intervals where the technology allows. 

iv. Road diet studies may be conducted to explore potential reduction of 

dependency on traffic signals. 

v. Leading Pedestrian Intervals are encouraged. 

3. Tier Three: Moderate Pedestrian Demand. 

i. Push button activation highly discouraged and shall only be used in 

locations where automation would cause major disruptions in traffic or 

transit operations. 

ii. All pedestrian signals shall be automated for trail crossings. 

iii. Push button activation prohibited on at-grade trail crossings or 

designated bike routes. 

4. Tier Four: Low Pedestrian Demand. 

i. Push button activation acceptable but highly discouraged. 

ii. Walk signal will illuminate with the adjacent green light phase as long 

as it doesn’t affect existing timing. 

iii. Push button activation may lengthen the walk signal or activate it 

sooner. 

iv. Push button activation highly discouraged on at-grade trail crossings 

or designated bike routes. 

 Section 2. That this ordinance shall become effective on December 13, 2024. 
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Section 3. That the City Manager is further directed to provide periodic updates regarding 

implementation progress every 45 days to the Transportation, Infrastructure, and Operations 

Committee. 

 

..end 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Approved as to form: 

  

  

______________________________ 

Dustin E. Johnson 

Assistant City Attorney 
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City of Kansas City, Missouri 
Docket Memo 
Ordinance/Resolution #: 240533 
Submitted Department/Preparer: Public Works 
Revised 6/10/24 
 

Docket memos are required on all ordinances initiated by a Department Director. 
More information can be found in Administrative Regulation (AR) 4-1.  
 

Executive Summary 
 
Amending Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, entitled "Traffic and Vehicles" by 
enacting a new section 70-962 entitled "Pedestrian signal programming policies and 
standards" for the purpose of instituting policies and standards related to pedestrian 
crossing signals; establishing an effective date; and directing the City Manager to 
provide periodic updates regarding implementation progress every 45 days to the 
Transportation, Infrastructure, and Operations Committee. 
 

Discussion 
 
This ordinance amends Chapter 70, Code of Ordinances, Traffic Control Signs, 
Signals, and Devices, for the purpose of creating a standard for pedestrian crossing 
signals. The amendment categorizes traffic intersections into four tiers, based on 
pedestrian demand, with different guidelines for each tier.  
 

Fiscal Impact 
 

1. Is this legislation included in the adopted budget?  ☐ Yes  ☒ No 
 

2. What is the funding source?  
The fiscal impact of this is yet to be determined.  
 

3. How does the legislation affect the current fiscal year?  
The fiscal impact of this is yet to be determined.  
 

4. Does the legislation have a fiscal impact in future fiscal years? Please notate the 
difference between one-time and recurring costs.  
The fiscal impact of this is yet to be determined.  
 

5. Does the legislation generate revenue, leverage outside funding, or deliver a 
return on investment?  
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No 
 
Office of Management and Budget Review 
(OMB Staff will complete this section.) 
 

1. This legislation is supported by the general fund.  ☐ Yes  ☒ No 
 

2. This fund has a structural imbalance.  ☐ Yes  ☒ No 
 

3. Account string has been verified/confirmed. ☐ Yes  ☒ No 
 

 
Additional Discussion (if needed) 
There is no account string to verify because this ordinance has no fiscal impact. 
 

Citywide Business Plan (CWBP) Impact 
 

1. View the Adopted 2025-2029 Citywide Business Plan 
 

2. Which CWBP goal is most impacted by this legislation?  
Infrastructure and Accessibility (Press tab after selecting.) 
 

3. Which objectives are impacted by this legislation (select all that apply): 
 

☒ Engage in thoughtful planning and redesign of existing road networks to 
ensure safety, access, and mobility of users of all ages and abilities. 

☒ Enhance the City's connectivity, resiliency, and equity through a better-
connected multi-modal transportation system for all users.  

☐ Build on existing strengths while developing a comprehensive 
transportation plan for the future. 

☐  Develop environmentally sustainable infrastructure strategies that improve 
quality of life and foster economic growth. 

☐ Ensure adequate resources are provided for continued maintenance of 
existing infrastructure. 

☒ Focus on delivery of safe connections to schools. 
 

Prior Legislation 
 
N/A 
 
 

Service Level Impacts 
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Pedestrians would no longer need to press push buttons in some areas. There may be 
greater vehicle delay if signals are on pedestrian recall which previously were not. 
This means the side street signal phase may be longer for the pedestrian time than 
previously.  
 

Other Impacts 
 

1. What will be the potential health impacts to any affected groups?  
Pedestrians may be able to cross the street easier.  
 

2. How have those groups been engaged and involved in the development of 
this ordinance?  
No 
 

3. How does this legislation contribute to a sustainable Kansas City? 
This prioritizes pedestrian movements on our streets by not requiring 
pedestrians to push activation buttons at crossings.  
 

4. Does this legislation create or preserve new housing units? 
No (Press tab after selecting) 
 
 Click or tap here to enter text. 
 Click or tap here to enter text. 
 

 
 

5. Department staff certifies the submission of any application Affirmative Action 
Plans or Certificates of Compliance, Contractor Utilization Plans (CUPs), and 
Letters of Intent to Subcontract (LOIs) to CREO prior to, or simultaneously with, 
the legislation entry request in Legistar. 

 
No - CREO's review is not applicable (Press tab after selecting) 
Please provide reasoning why not: 
There is no contract moving through this Ordinance.  
 

6. Does this legislation seek to approve a contract resulting from an Invitation for 
Bid?  
 
No(Press tab after selecting) 
  
Click or tap here to enter text. 
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7. Does this legislation seek to approve a contract resulting from a Request for 
Proposal/Qualification (RFP/Q)?  
No(Press tab after selecting) 
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