Rice, Howard

From: J Kelly Dougherty <jkellydougherty@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 2, 2025 1:29 PM

To: Public Testimony

Subject: Request to Pause the Kansas City Global Music Strategy for More Inclusive Engagement and Further
Study

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the kcmo.org organization. Use caution and examine the sender address
before replying or clicking links.

Dear Mayor and City Council Members,

I would like to request that the City Council postpone adopting the Kansas City Global Music Strategy as its
official policy. While | am thankful for Creative Cities KC and the work they have put into this, | believe there
needs to be a more collective effort with the music community in Kansas City, as well as a detailed analysis of
the current state of the music community, including its economic impact. This would enable the City to be
better informed and equipped to understand the needs of this community and how best to support them,
allowing for a much larger impact on Kansas City.

Additionally, this burden should not fall on a single entity, but rather on a solid collaboration that best
represents the full spectrum of the Kansas City music community. Many of the goals presented in Creative
Cities' strategy are strong and will undoubtedly receive community support, having a positive impact; however,
some areas require further study within the larger community. The Kansas City music scene is an expensive
group of musicians, venues, organizations, producers, promoters, and stakeholders who deserve to be
represented and supported by the City. By postponing this and allowing more input, including analysis and
current economic impact, you will be able to see the full spectrum of the need and be better informed as to why
this plan was put together.

I have been in the Kansas City Music Community for over 30 years. | am a musician, a manager and agent, a
presenter, and a promoter. This effort should be handled with care, respect, and dignity. No one is against the
other here. It is simply asking for more time to allow for the detail this deserves.

Sincerely,

Kelly Dougherty

(she/ ber)
Just trying to be the person that my dogs see. - JKD



