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I support banning all forms of kratom.

My 22 year old son Matthew Eller died from whole leaf Kratom Powder (the least potent form of Kratom available in the
United States). Kratom caused him to have a seizure, go into cardiac arrest and die. His toxicology showed he died from
the “TOXIC effects of Mitragynine” an alkaloid found only in Kratom. He had no prescription drugs, no street drugs nor
alcohol in his system when he died, and his autopsy showed he had no underlying health conditions. It’s important to note
my son didn’t die from 7-OH/7-hydroxymitragynine.

Kratom is NOT routinely tested for post Mortem as many users hide their usage, and even when family knows about it they
don’t likely think to ask it be tested for because it’s advertised as a safe herb.

*News Channel 9 ABC News: WALKER COUNTY, Ga. - “Several middle school students in Walker County were
hospitalized after eating gummies that authorities first described as containing an “unknown substance.” School officials
now say the substance has been identified as kratom.” https://newschannel9.com/news/local/walker-county-students-
hospitalized-after-ingesting-kratom-at-school-officials-say (The Kratom Consumer Protection Act is in full effect in
Georgia with age restrictions in place, but didn’t stop children from getting it and overdosing).

*Bonneville County Coroner’s Office Public Warning of Kratom Use. Kratom-Related Deaths Skyrocket in Bonneville
County
In the last 18 months, the Bonneville County Coroner’s Office has investigated six Kratom-related deaths. A staggering
four of these fatalities were determined to be solely due to acute drug toxicity of mitragynine – the primary active
compound in Kratom, not 7-OH.
https://bonnevillesheriff.com/bonneville-county-coroners-office-public-warning-of-kratom-use/

Tampa Bay Times; Deadly Dose: “A Tampa Bay Times investigation found that more than 580 people in Florida have died
from kratom-related overdoses during the past decade — even as the industry has touted the safety of its products. Most of
the deaths were caused by a fatal mixture of kratom and at least one other substance, but 46 people overdosed solely on the
herb.” https://project.tampabay.com/investigations/deadly-dose/kratom-overdose-deaths-florida-mitragynine-testing/

The FDA has conducted studies and found "disturbingly" high levels of heavy metals, including lead and nickel, in many
kratom products. These levels were determined to exceed safe exposure limits for oral daily intake, especially with chronic
use. https://www.fda.gov/news-events/public-health-focus/laboratory-analysis-kratom-products-heavy-metals

*You likely received many emails and phone calls of people saying “Kratom is a wonder drug”, but keep in mind there are
1000’s of Kratom dealers in the United States, and the American Kratom Association/AKA shoots out emails to them for
every Kratom legislation they become aware of. I have watched nearly every government meeting on Kratom since my son
died in 2021, and nearly all pro Kratom people profit from the sale of Kratom.

*Those profiting from the sale of kratom are using the clever age old tactic of pointing the finger at something else such as
7-hydroxymitragynine (also known as 7-0H) to distract from the fact that people have been dying from whole leaf Kratom
long before 2023 when 7-OH hit the market. My son died in 2021 from kratom powder (ground up leaves from a kratom
tree).

Mitragynine is the major active alkaloid of Mitragyna speciosa (kratom). In mice, this compound is converted to an active
metabolite, 7-hydroxymitragynine, which mediates its analgesic effect via the mu-opioid receptor. My Son Matthew died
from Mitragynine, he did NOT die from 7-OH.

*Banning 7-OH and keeping kratom leaves legal, the main ingredient make it is like putting a bandaid over a bullet hole.
It’s only a matter of time before Kratom dealers go on YouTube and find the process to make 7-OH. The only way to get
rid of 7-OH or other spin off Kratom products is to ban all kratom.

People have been using Kratom in countries of origin/Southeast Asia for many years, however toxicologies and autopsies
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Decedent:  Matthew J. Eller Case:  W21-1383  


    Sex: 


Race:  


Male 


White 


  


  


  


  


Age:  


  


22 years  


  


Date of Birth:  03/08/1999     


Date Pronounced Dead: 


Time Pronounced Dead:  


11/10/2021  


2000 hours 


    


Date of Exam:  11/11/2021     


Time of Exam:  0730 hours     


County:  Muskegon      


Pathologist:  Joseph Prahlow, M.D.      


Autopsy Procedure:  Complete   


Identification:  


Persons in Attendance: 


 


Identification Tags 


Jenna Jones, Assistant 


Matt Bombich, Photographer 


Ben Root, Medical Student 


Josh McGarry, Medical Student 


Sung Jik Cha, Medical Student 


    


 Postmortem Examination Report  
 


 


Cause of Death: 


TOXIC EFFECTS OF MITRAGYNINE 


 


Manner of Death:  


ACCIDENT 


 


  


Western Michigan University Homer Stryker M.D. School of Medicine  
Department of Pathology  


300  Portage Street • Kalamazoo, MI • 49007  
269.337.6173   


med.wmich.edu  







CIRCUMSTANCES: 


History that the decedent stood up after playing a game of cards and then collapsed and 


demonstrated seizure-like activity. All resuscitative efforts failed. He had a history of kratom 


use.  


 


RECEIPT OF REMAINS: 


The body is received in the facility on 11/11/2021 at 0710 hours. The body is received in a 


secured body bag with an identification tag bearing the decedent’s name and a sealing device 


marked with the number “2335758.”  


 


EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 


The body is identified by tags on the body bag and the right ankle. Photographs and x-rays are 


taken. The body is received wearing a pair of athletic shorts, a pair of boxer briefs, and a pair of 


socks. There is no jewelry.   


 


The body is that of a well-developed, well-nourished, white male, whose appearance is 


compatible with the stated age of 22-years. His body is 73-inches long and weighs 138-pounds. 


The body is cold, rigor is fully developed, and the posterior lividity is partially fixed. The scalp 


hair is up to approximately 5-inches in length, brown, and wavy. There is emesis within the hair. 


The irides are hazel, and there are no petechiae of the bulbar or palpebral surfaces of the 


conjunctivae. There is no beard or moustache. The ears, nose, and lips are unremarkable except 


that the earlobes are pierced. The teeth are natural and in good condition. The neck is 


unremarkable. The chest is symmetrical. The abdomen is flat and unremarkable. The external 


genitalia, anus, and perineum are unremarkable. The penis is circumcised, and the testicles are 


descended into the scrotum. The extremities are well developed, symmetrical, and unremarkable. 


The back is unremarkable. The skin is unremarkable.  


 


IDENTIFYING MARKS AND SCARS: 


There is a tattoo of the name “Hannah” on the right triceps region.  


 


EVIDENCE OF THERAPY: 


 Oral laryngeal mask airway 


 Multiple EKG pads 


 Defibrillator pads  


 Intravenous line, left antecubital fossa 


 Bandage, left third finger 


 


EVIDENCE OF INJURY: 


There is a less than 1/8-inch superficial incised wound of the tip of the left third finger. There is a 


3/16-inch in greatest dimension linear abrasion of the proximal knuckle of the left second finger. 


There is an approximately ¼-inch in greatest dimension vertical linear laceration of the lower lip. 


There is a less than 1/8-inch crusted excoriation of the right shin. There is a less than 1-inch in 


greatest dimension subtle, left frontal subscalpular hemorrhage, but no other head trauma.  


 


 


 







INTERNAL EXAMINATION: 


BODY ORGAN WEIGHTS: 


Brain 1480 grams Heart 340 grams 


Right Lung 600 grams Left Lung 500 grams 


Liver 1840 grams Spleen 230 grams 


Right Kidney 150 grams Left Kidney 170 grams 


 


BODY CAVITIES: 


The thoracic and abdominal organs are in their normal anatomic positions. The body cavities 


contain no adhesions or abnormal collections of fluid.  


 


HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: 


The scalp, subscalpular area, and skull are unremarkable except for the subtle left frontal 


subscalpular hemorrhage. The dura and dural sinuses are unremarkable. There are no epidural, 


subdural, or subarachnoid hemorrhages. The leptomeninges are thin and delicate. The cerebral 


hemispheres are symmetrical with an unremarkable gyral pattern; however, there is diffuse 


swelling. The cranial nerves and blood vessels are unremarkable. The brain is retained for Lieber 


neuropathological examination. The spinal cord is not examined. The pituitary gland is 


unremarkable.  


 


LIEBER EXAM (from report):  


The dura mater included with the specimen includes a portion of right and left calvarial dura with 


the superior sagittal sinus, and the falx cerebri, and dura including and adjacent to the torcula. 


The dura and dural sinuses are unremarkable, with no sinus thromboses, neomembranes, or mass 


lesions. The cerebral and cerebellar hemispheres are symmetrical with no evidence of softening 


or atrophy. The cortical sulci are somewhat effaced from cerebral swelling. The leptomeninges 


are smooth and transparent. There is no evidence of transtentorial, subfalcine, central 


diencephalic, or external herniation. The cerebellar tonsils are prominent, consistent with diffuse 


brain swelling. The blood vessels of the Circle of Willis show no atherosclerosis with no 


aneurysms, vascular anomalies, or malformations. The cranial nerves are present and 


unremarkable. Serial coronal sections of the cerebral hemispheres demonstrate well demarcated 


gray and white matter structures. The cortical ribbon is of normal thickness and the centrum 


semiovale is intact throughout, with no focal lesions. The medial temporal lobe structures 


including the hippocampus are bilaterally symmetric and effaced somewhat from brain swelling. 


There is no significant atrophy or evidence of mesial temporal sclerosis. The deep gray matter 


structures are anatomically intact without focal lesions. The ventricles are symmetrical with no 


evidence of hydrocephalus. Serial axial sections of the brainstem reveal pigmentation of the 


substantia nigra and locus ceruleus appropriate for age, unremarkable brainstem nuclei and white 


matter tracts, and no focal lesions. Midsagittal section of the cerebellar vermis and serial 


parasagittal sections of the cerebellar hemispheres are unremarkable. The dentate nucleus of the 


cerebellum is present and unremarkable 


 


NECK: 


The soft tissues and prevertebral fascia of the neck are unremarkable. The hyoid bone and larynx 


are intact. The tongue is unremarkable.  


 







CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: 


The intimal surface of the aorta is free of atherosclerosis. The aorta, its major branches, and the 


great veins are normally distributed. The pericardium, epicardium, and endocardium are smooth, 


glistening, and unremarkable. There are no thrombi in the atria or ventricles. The foramen ovale 


is closed. The coronary arterial system is right predominant and is free of atherosclerosis; 


however, the proximal left anterior descending coronary artery demonstrates “tunneling”. The 


atrial and ventricular septa are intact. The cardiac valves are unremarkable. There is slight 


biventricular dilatation (right greater than left). The myocardium is dark red-brown and firm, 


with no focal abnormalities. 


 


RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: 


The upper airway is unobstructed, but does contain small amounts of gastric contents. The 


laryngeal mucosa is smooth and unremarkable, without petechiae. The pleural surfaces are 


smooth and shiny. The pulmonary arteries contain no emboli. The major bronchi are 


unremarkable except for the presence of some gastric contents. Sectioning of the lungs discloses 


a dark red-blue, mottled, somewhat congested parenchyma.  


 


HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM: 
The liver is covered by a smooth, glistening capsule. The parenchyma is dark red-brown and 


moderately congested. The gallbladder contains no calculi. The extrahepatic biliary ducts are 


unremarkable. 


 


DIGESTIVE SYSTEM: 


The esophageal mucosa is gray, smooth, and unremarkable. The stomach contains 250 mL of tan 


semi-fluid substance. The gastric mucosa has normal rugal folds and there are no ulcers. The 


small and large intestines are unremarkable. The appendix is present. The pancreas is 


unremarkable externally and on sectioning.  


 


GENITOURINARY SYSTEM: 


The subcapsular surfaces of the kidneys are smooth and slightly lobulated. The cortices are of 


normal thickness. The calyces, pelves, and ureters are unremarkable. The urinary bladder 


contains 75 mL of clear, yellow urine. The mucosa is gray, smooth, and unremarkable. The 


prostate gland is unremarkable. The testicles are unremarkable.  


 


ENDOCRINE SYSTEM: 


The thyroid and adrenal glands are unremarkable externally and on sectioning.  


 


RETICULOENDOTHELIAL SYSTEM: 


The spleen is covered by a smooth, blue-gray, intact capsule. The parenchyma is dark red. The 


lymph nodes are unremarkable. The thymus is unremarkable. 


 


MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM: 


The clavicles, ribs, sternum, pelvis, and vertebral column have no fractures. The diaphragm is 


intact.  


 


 







MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION:  


LUNGS – Hyperexpanded alveolar spaces; bronchial mucosal hemorrhage; focal chronic 


bronchial inflammation. 


THYROID – Variably-sized follicles; dark colloid. 


ADRENAL, LIVER, THYMUS, HEART, KIDNEY, PANCREAS – Unremarkable. 


BRAIN (per Lieber report) – Unremarkable adult brain. 


 


SLIDE KEY: 


A: Adrenal, liver, thymus 


B: Lungs 


C: Heart, kidney 


D: Pancreas, thyroid 


(BRAIN slides as per Lieber report) 


 


VITREOUS ELECTROLYTES: 


Sodium             118 mEq/L 


Potassium             7.5 mEq/L 


Chloride             124 mEq/L 


Urea nitrogen              17  mg/dL 


Creatinine            1.05 mg/dL 


Glucose            <35      mg/dL  


 


TOXICOLOGY: 


FEMORAL BLOOD - Mitragynine -  2100 ng/mL 


    Caffeine -  0.85 mcg/mL 


    Cotinine -  Positive 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


FINAL FINDINGS:  


I. Toxic effects of mitragynine 


II. Not found: Anatomic explanation for death 


 


 


 


 


 


CONCLUSION: 
Based upon the autopsy findings and the history as available to me, it is my opinion that 


Matthew Eller, a 22-year-old white male, died as a result of the toxic effects of mitragynine. 


 
 


 


 


 


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                


                                                                                    __________________________________ 


                                                                                  Joseph A. Prahlow, M.D.           


                                                                                  January 4, 2022 







are not done in these countries because of religious beliefs, availability in resources and the fact that these countries depend
on Kratom sales for their very survival. If they had the means or the families approval it isn’t in their best interest to do
toxicologies.

*While it’s true that most people who die from Kratom have other substances in their system; toxicologists label it a
kratom death if the other substances are within a therapeutic range. I’ve seen toxicology reports with people dying from a
combination of anti-depressants & kratom, benadryl & Kratom, and alcohol & Kratom, etc. It’s important to know that the
Kratom industry targets the most vulnerable people such as those with substance abuse disorder, chronic pain patients, and
the mentally ill. Therefore most of these people will just add Kratom to the drugs they already take.

The FDA funded a Kratom ascending dose study, with the largest dose being much lower than the average user purports to
ingests. They chose 40 healthy individuals, and it was a short term study, not giving them adequate to become addicted,
suffer withdrawals, heavy metals to build up in their bodies, nor suffer any of the consequences user develop over time.
Such as liver failure, seizures, cardiac arrest, renal failure, etc.

*Kratom comes from the black market with no assurance of quality, purity or potency. Over 95% of kratom in the United
States was smuggled in from Indonesia as it’s illegal to import into the United States per the FDA import alert 54-15. It’s
snuck through customs by labeling it as fertilizer, incense, etc. and stamped “NOT FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION”.

*Testimonies from over 53 thousand Kratom users on Reddit’s “Quittingkratom” show its withdrawals are horrible with
many comparing them to Heroin and other opioids.

*The American Kratom Association profits from the sale of Kratom, they are only looking after their best interests, and
have complete disregard for public health and safety. These are disclaimers from two of the leading GMP qualified Kratom
Dealers listed on their website. These are Mitragynine, not 7-OH. These come in packaging that can be easily opened by a
child.

1. Happy Hippo: “Kratom use may be associated with one or more of the following adverse reactions: nervousness,
agitation, confusion, aggression, hallucinations, delusions, tremors, sleeplessness, drowsiness, lethargy, sedation, skin
hyperpigmentation, loss of libido, constipation, nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, liver toxicity, tachycardia, hypertension,
respiratory depression, respiratory arrest, cardiac arrest, renal failure, seizures, coma, and death.” (this is not on their
packaging, but hidden deep in their website). https://happyhippo.com/policies/terms-of-service

1. GoldenMonk: “This product is NOT used to treat, cure. or mitigate any disease, illness, ailment, and/or condition. Please
see FDA import alert 54-15. We make no representations as to intended use or suitability for use. This product contains
chemicals known to the state of California to cause cancer, birth defects, or other reproductive harm. Specifically, nickel,
arsenic, and lead. For more information please visit p65warnings.ca.gov”. https://goldenmonk.com/terms-of-purchase/

Super Specioca, a Kratom dealer from the AKA’s website sent me free Kratom to Florida, a state where age restrictions
were in place. No proof of age was required, no credit card, and they shipped me my free Kratom. I gave Senator Morris of
Louisiana this information, they sent him free kratom, he mentioned it in a hearing, and Mac Haddow of the AKA’s
response was, “we don’t control the marketing practices”. They have 40 plus Kratom dealers listed on their website, and at
least 6 of these are in Kratom wrongful death lawsuits, yet the AKA is unable or unwilling to monitor them. The Louisiana
kratom ban hearing: https://youtu.be/aT4fuOEwng8?si=2q4bNeJMQ5_CdmNU
4:35 minute mark

Dr. Christopher McCurdy the leading scientist in the world studying kratom testified that Kratom is a dirty drug and should
not be sold out of gas stations. Studies are being conducted for Kratom to be used as a pharmaceutical not to be sold to our
children out of convenience stores and gas stations.

I’m a member of the Facebook Group “Kr8tom Danger Awareness” created by a mom who lost her son/only child to
Kratom, and hundreds of our members have lost loved ones to kratom, many of them died prior to 7-OH hitting the market
in late 2023.

*Kratom is being advertised as a cureall, if it does the things people say like cure or mitigate alcohol or opioid addiction,
and relieve pain that can only be alleviated by opioids; that by itself indicates it should be prescribed by a doctor, not a gas
station attendant with unlimited supply to the consumer.

Attached is my son’s toxicology results and his photo.

Sincerely,

https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/OYe1CrgWj8u7POV1Fjt5F4u2Sa?domain=happyhippo.com
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/D5n1Cvm6nlFqpZN2c5uMFQmK3-?domain=goldenmonk.com/
https://url.usb.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/8Lz2Cwn6oVTkJn8ATxCLFJTL41?domain=youtu.be


Susan Eppard (Matthew’s Mom)

Sent from my iPad


