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Dear Mayor Lucas and Members of City Council,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide further comments on Ordinance 240434. The Climate Protection
Steering Committee (CPSC) would like to offer clarification about what the 2022 Climate Protection and
Resiliency Plan specifies related to energy efficiency and address comments made during the previous
hearing. We encourage the Council to continue to prioritize efficiency in new construction by
requiring a HERS score that closely aligns with the Climate Plan’s recommendation of 50 starting
in 2022.

Energy efficiency is a key strategy in the City’s Climate Plan because:

Energy use in homes and buildings account for 64% of communitywide emissions.

It lowers energy costs for households for the life of the home, directly addressing the severe 
injustice issue of proportionately very high utility bill burdens in communities of color.

It can speed the transition to clean energy by reducing the amount of renewables that need to be 
built.

It provides resiliency by keeping indoor temperatures more comfortable during extreme 
temperatures, especially important in areas prone to heat island effects.

The Climate Plan indicates that if we start in 2022 building new homes with a HERS score of 50 and
commercial buildings with an average Energy Use Intensity (EUI) of 61.4 kBtu/sqft (the commercial
equivalent of the HERS score in residential buildings), by the year 2040 overall emissions will be 2
percent lower than they would have been under a business as usual scenario. It also calls for adopting
the most recent IECC building performance standards every three years starting in 2022. Weakening the
code and allowing HERS score of 68 does not align with the Climate Plan.
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Summary of Strategies in 2022 Kansas City Climate Protection & Resiliency Plan


Note: Building Efficiency Codes are included in strategy B-3


Click here for full plan



https://www.kcmo.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/9912/638112897582470000






Equivalent HERS Scores for International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) years for
Climate Zone 4


IECC Code Year Equivalent HERS Score


2006 92


2009 82


2012 76


2015 74


2018 61


2021 51


Information obtained from Sharla Riede, May 2024







p.69 Kansas City Climate Protection & Resiliency Plan, Strategy B-3: Ensure climate-ready, efficient construction

For more information about the impact of efficiency on the City's climate targets for 2025,
2030 and 2040, and equivalent HERS scores for IECC code years, please see the two
documents attached to this email.

The Climate Protection Steering Committee opposes allowing a HERS score of 68. We urge
Council to allow more time for all parties to adjust to the existing codes and empower the
Planning Department to reduce permitting delays.

Sincerely,
Robin Ganahl
Chair, Kansas City Climate Protection Steering Committee
703-593-3028 cell
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