
Outlook

FW: Ordinance 260283 SMITH HALL

From Clerk <Clerk@KCMO.org>
Date Tue 3/24/2026 7:55 AM
To West, Daliah <Daliah.West@kcmo.org>
Cc Sanders, Monica <Monica.Sanders@kcmo.org>

Please attach as public testimony to the ordinance
 
 
From: John E. Bordeau <j.bordeau@swrllp.com>
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2026 6:27 PM
To: Clerk <Clerk@KCMO.org>
Cc: Robinson, Melissa <Melissa.Robinson@kcmo.org>; Bunch, Eric <Eric.Bunch@kcmo.org>; Parks-Shaw, Ryana
<Ryana.Parks-Shaw@kcmo.org>; Yearwood, DJ <Darvius.Yearwood@kcmo.org>; Willett, Nathan
<Nathan.Willett@kcmo.org>; Iden, Marissa <Marissa.Iden@kcmo.org>; Williamson, Annie
<Annie.Williamson@kcmo.org>
Subject: Ordinance 260283 SMITH HALL
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside the kcmo.org organization. Use caution and examine the sender
address before replying or clicking links.

 

I am a 10 year resident of Pendleton Heights and I support Ordinance 260283 to preserve Smith Hall by
placing it on the KC historic Register.  The building’s history and architecture warrant passing this
nomination.  The building was erected as a nurses’ quarters for the original Children’s Mercy Hospital in
1927, founded by the Berry sisters, two pioneering women doctors in KC.
 
KCU is swallowing up our neighborhood.  Over the last 40 years KCU has purchased and demolished at
least 16 historic buildings in our area.  In 2017 alone they demolished 6 at once, removing valuable
housing from our neighborhood.  They have zero regard for the historic character of the Historic
Northeast, and have lied to the KC Star and said they don’t have a pattern of demolishing historic
buildings.   They have just such a pattern, and have destroyed our history and replaced it with parking
lots.  My neighbors feel very strongly about this matter.  We have a group of over 300 people following
this issue closely.
 
KCU owns at least 8 empty parcels in our area right now that can be built upon.  Preserving Smith Hall
will not harm their mission or their future.  My neighbors are also alarmed about the cloud of asbestos
and lead paint dust such a demolition will release into our neighborhood.     
 
Thank you.
 
John Bordeau
100 Garfield Ave
Kansas City MO 64124
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  Please be advised that this e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential attorney-client communication or may

otherwise be privileged or confidential and are intended solely for the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.  If you are not the intended

recipient, please do not read, copy or retransmit this communication but destroy it immediately.  Any unauthorized dissemination, distribution or copying
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and return the original message to John E. Bordeau at j.bordeau@swrllp.com.  Thank you.
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