Minutes of the Municipal Officials and Officers Ethics Commission Meeting
July 22, 2024, 3:00 p.m.
City Hall, Council Committee Room, 10th Floor
Present: 
Bill Geary, Chair 
Earnest Rouse


Staff:
Katie Chandler, Senior Associate City Attorney
Howard Rice, City Clerk’s Office


I. Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the June 24 2024 meeting were approved unanimously.
II. Discussion - Requests for opinions ( Use of email service) Katrina Foster, Legislative Aid to Councilwoman Bough of Kansas City's 6th District, requested an advisory opinion from the Ethics Commission regarding the use of Mailchimp by a councilmember from the 1st District. Foster argued that the wording of an email sent through the platform was inflammatory, causing increased public aggression toward City Council Offices. The Ethics Commission will review Mailchimp's terms of use and relevant regulations, seeking the Ethics Compliance Officer's recommendation. This matter will be discussed further at the August 26, 2024, Ethics Commission meeting, with plans for continued investigation. 
III. Collective Bargainaing agreement vote: Councilman Rea from Kansas City's 4th District requested an advisory opinion from the Ethics Commission regarding his ability to vote on the Local 42 Union contract, as he is a member of the union, which represents both firefighters and attorneys. Although Rea is no longer a prosecuting attorney and is not in the same shop as the firefighters, he sought clarification on whether his union membership posed a conflict of interest. The Commission determined that his vote would not constitute a conflict of interest since there was no personal or financial benefit involved, nor would any specific people or social groups benefit. The Commission will prepare and issue a written decision on the matter.
IV. Old Business  Updates have been made to the Ethics Commission website, including refreshed links and improvements to the message routing operations.

Next Meeting;Monday July 22, 2024  @3:00 PM

[bookmark: _GoBack]NEW BUSINESS: The commission has two vacancies as Brandon Boulware has resigned from the Ethics Comission 

The meeting adjourned.
