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Dear Representative,

My name is Marc and | am a 40 year old male. My experience with Kratom and
its legality is the focus of this letter. | have been sober for 8+ years now because of
Kratom. | recored the attached video several years back just to be clear.

| have had a long and treacherous battle with substance abuse. | have had
multiple recurring bone tumors on the medial side of my tibia below my knee. The
diagnosis and subsequent surgeries started at the age of 14. | have had six major
surgeries on my right leg. Three of which were for tumor removal and the other three
for MRSA treatment and debridement. My knee is completely damaged from the
tumor destroying the top of my tibia and the MRSA completely eating away at my
meniscus and cartilage. | have severe chronic and acute pain in that leg because of
this. | am not a candidate for a knee replacement due to the bone being too damaged
and not a stable site for the new artificial joint. | have also been in a severe car
accident that lacerated my left arm, broke the fibula in my left leg, and tore the
meniscus in my left knee.

The treatment of these ailments came with a lot of prescribed narcotic pain
medications on a regular basis from age 14 on. My tolerance to these medications
started to grow astronomically over 15 years and they stopped working effectively. |
eventually was buying OxyContin on the street and abusing them heavily. This
eventually led to IV heroin and cocaine use and the loss of anything of real value |
had. | struggled with this crippling addiction for 18 years. | tried methadone,
Suboxone, Vivitrol, complete abstinence and had NO significant success with any of
them. Finally, | found that a strong 12 step recovery was what | needed, and it would
work temporarily but the physical pain | suffer from would become too much and |
would relapse on opiates. 5 1/2 years ago, | found kratom and decided to try it for
pain relief. It helps me with pain, it helps me sleep, curbs craving, allows me to
function and participate in activities of daily living without being in extreme pain. | do
not have extreme tolerance building problems with kratom like | did with traditional
opioids. The side effects are extremely minor and do not impair my judgment or ability
to function.
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To whom it may concern:

My name is Marc and I am a 33 year old male. My experience with Kratom
and its legality is the focus of this letter.

I have had a long and treacherous battle with substance abuse. I have had
multiple recurring bone tumors on the medial side of my tibia below my knee. The
diagnosis and subsequent surgeries started at the age of 14. I have had six major
surgeries on my right leg. Three of which were for tumor removal and the other
three for MRSA treatment and debridement. My knee is completely damaged from
the tumor destroying the top of my tibia and the MRSA completely eating away at
my meniscus and cartilage. I have severe chronic and acute pain in that leg
because of this. I am not a candidate for a knee replacement due to the bone
being too damaged and not a stable site for the new artificial joint. I have also
been in a severe car accident that lacerated my left arm, broke the fibula in my
left leg, and tore the meniscus in my left knee.

The treatment of these ailments came with a lot of prescribed narcotic pain
medications on a regular basis from age 14 on. My tolerance to these medications
started to grow astronomically over 15 years and they stopped working
effectively. I eventually was buying OxyContin on the street and abusing them
heavily. This eventually led to IV heroin and cocaine use and the loss of anything
of real value I had. I struggled with this crippling addiction for 18 years. I tried
methadone, Suboxone, Vivitrol, complete abstinence and had NO significant
success with any of them. Finally, I found that a strong 12 step recovery was
what I needed, and it would work temporarily but the physical pain I suffer from
would become too much and I would relapse on opiates. 5 1/2 years ago, I found
kratom and decided to try it for pain relief. It helps me with pain, it helps me
sleep, curbs craving, allows me to function and participate in activities of daily
living without being in extreme pain. I do not have extreme tolerance building
problems with kratom like I did with traditional opioids. The side effects are
extremely minor and do not impair my judgment or ability to function.

I am up at 4:30 AM every day and at the gym by 4:45 cycling for an hour. I
have lost weight in a healthy fashion due to my exercise and diet change that





kratom has helped me make. I am much more positive about taking care of
myself and am able to be present for life. My pain hasn’t completely vanished, but
it is manageable due to kratom. I am the healthiest and happiest I have ever
been in my entire life! My spiritual growth has been a big factor as well in my 12
months of sobriety along with kratom. I have found that these two things working
in harmony have literally saved my life! I am a completely different person, and
my family has their son back. I do not want to die and the fact that this harmless
plant is being targeted makes me scared for my life. Let’s focus on alternative
rehabilitation and recovery methods. Let’s focus on the fentanyl and other
analogues specifically...NOT A NATURAL BOTANICAL! Please...let's take a step
back here and look at the success stories and reanalyze things.

Making this plant illegal will immediately criminalize innocent Americans
that will suffer if kratom is taken away. The war on drugs has been a failure and
taking away such a helpful tool people use to avoid lethal prescription drugs and
heroin/fentanyl will cause even more deaths. People have bad reactions to every-
thing. The number of hospitalizations and deaths from acetaminophen is astro-
nomically higher than deaths supposedly caused by kratom. People are almost al-
ways having issues from polysubstance use where kratom is not the only drug in
their system.

Thank you for taking the time to read this. I hope you show empathy for
chronic pain and recovering addicts that use this plant. Let’s work with the Ameri-
can Kratom Association on advocating for safe manufacturing practices to ensure
adults have access to pure and unadulterated kratom products in the USA.

Sincerely,

Marc Perdue

Email: mperedue98550@gmail.com






KRATOM: FACT VS, FICTION

More than 2 million Americans safely consume Kratom to improve their health and well-being and have done
so for decades. It is regulated by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as a dietary supplement, and
people who consume Kratom report doing so for the same reasons as people who drink coffee, tea, or other
KRATOM caffeinated beverages. Surveys show that Kratom consumers are educated, middle-income, employed, and
TRADE have health insurance. Despite being used responsibly for decades in the United States, there are many

ASSOCIATION misconceptions about Kratom, making it difficult to tell fact versus fiction.

FICTION:

Kratom is an opioid
just like heroin.

FACT: Drugs like heroin, oxycodone, and other “classic” opioids are full opioid
agonists, meaning they fully bind to and activate the brain's receptors. Kratom, on the
other hand, is a partial agonist, producing milder effects with lower dependence and
abuse potential. Evidence suggests Kratom does not cause respiratory depression like
other opioids, a common cause of fatal overdoses.

FICTION:

Kratom should be
classified as a Schedule
| controlled substance,
ranking it higher than
cocaine and
methamphetamine.

[ ]
FACT. Schedule | substances are without accepted medical use and have a
high potential for abuse. Published analyses have shown that Kratom does not meet
the test to be a Schedule | drug and does not fit into the FDA's 2017 abuse potential

assessment guidance. Respondents to official surveys from the federal Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration do not report abusing Kratom or
seeking treatment for Kratom dependence, refuting claims from treatment clinics that
Kratom abuse is prevalent. While many independent scientists have said Kratom
holds the potential to address pain, scheduling Kratom will make any further research
on the product virtually impossible.

FICTION:

Kratom is highly
addictive and prone
to abuse.

FACT: Similar to coffee, tea, and other caffeinated drinks, consumers may
become dependent on Kratom with daily use, which is not the same as addiction.
Many people need a cup of coffee to wake up in the morning, but we wouldn't say that
they're “addicted” to coffee. “Withdrawal” symptoms of Kratom are comparable to
those of caffeine, nicotine smoking cessation aids, or antidepressants. Unlike
substances with high abuse potential, increasing the dosage of Kratom does not lead
to exponentially stronger euphoriant effects.

FICTION:

Kratom is responsible
for more than 44
deaths according to the
U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA).

FACT: There are no deaths directly linked to Kratom consumption. Recently
published studies found no evidence of deaths linked to Kratom, and
publicly-available data show that nearly all of the recently reported fatalities were
found to have multiple substances present in their system at the time of death and/or
prior health issues. Contrast this with the fact that more than 115 Americans die daily
from opioid overdoses, according to The National Institute on Drug Abuse, while
millions consume Kratom safely and responsibly.

FICTION:

The Kratom industry
has no production
standards or consumer
safety protocols.

FACT: Kratom is regulated by the FDA. To provide consumers with safe,
high-quality products, the Kratom Trade Association requires its members to adhere
to a strict set of principles, sets product testing protocols exceeding Good
Manufacturing Practice (GMP) guidelines, and assists manufacturers in obtaining GMP
facilities certifications. The organization also supports age restrictions and labeling
guidelines outlining responsible use.

Sources: Henningfield, J. E., Fant, R. V., & Wang, D. W. (2018). The abuse potential of kratom according the 8 factors of the controlled substances act: Implications for regulation
and research. Psychopharmacology, 235(2), 573-589.

Pinney Associates. (November 28, 2016). Assessment of Kratom Under the CSA Eight Factors and Scheduling Recommendation.
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| am up at 4:30 AM every day and at the gym by 4:45 cycling for an hour. |
have lost weight in a healthy fashion due to my exercise and diet change that kratom
has helped me make. | am much more positive about taking care of myself and am
able to be present for life. My pain hasn’t completely vanished, but it is manageable
due to kratom. | am the healthiest and happiest | have ever been in my entire life! My
spiritual growth has been a big factor as well in my 12 months of sobriety along with
kratom. | have found that these two things working in harmony have literally saved my
life! | am a completely different person, and my family has their son back. | do not
want to die and the fact that this harmless plant is being targeted makes me scared
for my life. Let’s focus on alternative rehabilitation and recovery methods. Let’s focus
on the fentanyl and other analogues specifically...NOT A NATURAL BOTANICAL!
Please...let's take a step back here and look at the success stories and reanalyze
things.

Making this plant illegal will immediately criminalize innocent Americans that
will suffer if kratom is taken away. The war on drugs has been a failure and taking
away such a helpful tool people use to avoid lethal prescription drugs and
heroin/fentanyl will cause even more deaths. People have bad reactions to
everything. The number of hospitalizations and deaths from acetaminophen is
astronomically higher than deaths supposedly caused by kratom. People are almost
always having issues from polysubstance use where kratom is not the only drug in
their system.

Thank you for taking the time to read this. | hope you show empathy for chronic
pain and recovering addicts that use this plant. Let’s work with the American Kratom
Association on advocating for safe manufacturing practices to ensure adults have
access to pure and unadulterated kratom products in the USA.

Sincerely,

Marc Perdue

Email: mperedue98550@gmail.com

H Kratom Story Video for AKA.MOV
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