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Location: 101 West Linwood Boulevard

Zoning District: B4-5

Summary: The applicant is seeking approval of a local landmark to 

designate the Carmen Building at 101 West Linwood 

Boulevard to the Kansas City Register of Historic Places (H/O 

Overlay).
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88-580-01-F. REVIEW CRITERIA

In reviewing and making decisions on proposed historic landmark and historic 
district designations, review and decision-making bodies must consider at least 
the following factors:

1. the criteria used in determining eligibility for listing on the U.S. Department 
of Interior's National Register of Historic Places, including the historic, 
cultural, aesthetic, or architectural significance of the building, structure, 
site, object, or district;

2. the economic impact of the designation on the subject property and the    
surrounding area; and

3. conformance with the city's adopted plans and planning policies.
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REVIEW CRITERIA #1: Eligibility for Listing
• The Carmen building was built in 1923 and designed by Arthur Frederick Adams. 
• It was purchased by the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of America in 1927 and 

served as their national headquarters until 1949. 
• During their time in the building, they advocated for the passage of the Railroad 

Retirement Act of 1937, which had a national impact for railroad workers. 
• The building is eligible under the National Register of Historic Places Criterion A in 

Social History for its significance in the labor movement as the national 
headquarters of the Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of America.

• The Historic Preservation recommended approval of the designation at its March 
22, 2024, meeting.
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REVIEW CRITERIA #2: Economic Impact of the 
designation on the subject property and the 
surrounding area. 

• The historic designation of the building will not have any 
economic impact on the surrounding properties or 
adopted development plans. No other economic impact 
information was presented at the time of writing the staff 
report.
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REVIEW CRITERIA #3: Conformance with Adopted Plans

Midtown Plaza Area Plan: 
• Midtown Plaza Area Plan Guiding Principle: Encourage the Preservation and Adaptive 

Reuse of Historic Buildings.

• The recommended future land use of the plan is MIXED USE NEIGHBORHOOD, 

which is intended to accommodate and promote neighborhood serving retail 

sales or service uses, as well as mixed-use development consisting of business 

uses on a building’s lower floors and residential uses on upper floors. 

• The proposed H/O Overlay would not conflict with the future land use 

recommendation.
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REVIEW CRITERIA #3: Conformance with Adopted Plans

KC Spirit Playbook: 

•Will preserve and celebrate community character, history, 
art, and culture
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Recommendation: Approval

Staff Recommendation:
Approval


